





COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. | 


~- 
- ——— 








= 














: Vot. III. No. 1S. London, Saturday, 7th May, 1803. [ Price 10p 


en 














E Coxrents.—4uthentic Papers, relative to the Rights and Claims of the Maltese, 673. Mr. Cobbett s Letter to 
re to oR d. on Finance, 685. Richmond Doctor, 658. Projet and Contre Projet, 688. Domestic Intel- 
ne” O06 aed Hawihesbiury’s Hambue Letter to the Lord Mayor, 690. Lovd Havwkesbury's real Letter te 
ry Lord Maver, 690. Summary of Politics, 692. King of France, 602. Navy, to oh to 697 
Change of Ministry, 698. T. Briton, 698. J. Herict, 693. G. Rose, 702. Mr. Pitt, 702. Splendid Humbug, 702. 








673) ——_---—- oie (07 
AUTHENTIC PAPERS, a copy having been dispatched immediately 
peLATIVE TO THE RIGHTS AND THE CLAIMS | after it was drawn up. The third is a let- 
OF THE PEOPLE OF MALTA. ter from the said Deputies requesting an 


The arrangements respecting Malta have, audience with Lord Hobart. The fourth is 
from the very commencement of the nego- | 4 Memorial from the Deputies to Lord Ho- 
tiations for peace, been involved in mystery. bart, repealing and enforcing the statements 
Iniurmation, as to the principles on which contained in their first remonstrance, The 
the stipulations of the Xth article of the | filth and last document is a letter from the 
I Detinitive Treaty were adopted, has fre- Deputies to their Constituents, giving an 

quently been ‘asked for, and as frequently | acconnt of the reception they had met with 
refused. The papers. touching the rights | from the British ministry, and of the pro- 
I of the Maltese and of the Knights were | mises made by Lord Hobart. Having 
moved tor by Lord Temple, during.the de- | translated the second and fifth documents 
bates on the Treaty of Amiens; but the | from the Italien, and the third and fourth 
| ministers sheltered themselves under the | from the french, we will not take upon us to 
memorable declaration, ,that they “ bad no | assert, that every phrase of our translation is 
“ ovrictaL decument onthe subject.” These | exactly equivalent to the original, but, we 
were Lord Hawkesbory's very words, (1) | venture to say, that no’ essential change has 
and how far these ‘words were from the | been made in the meaning; and, as to the 
truth the readér is now about to learn. authenticity of the originals, that is a point 

The information which Parliament bas | on which our veracity and the reputation of 
called for in vain-has, at last, come into our | our work stand pledged. 
hands. ‘The very respectable gentleman, No. I. 
whose name is affixed to the Jetter, which Oxford Street, May 3, 1805, 
stands at the head of these interesting pa- Stry—The subject of Malta has lately beem 
pers, feeling, in common with the public in | much canvassed by the public; but as T have nox 


general, the utmost indignation at the con- | %¢¢? in any publication, the memorials of the 
Maltese Deputies, which appear to me very in- 


duct of ministers in with-holding every spe- | seresting, 1 send you inclosed, copies of them. 
cies of true and useful communication from They were distributed to several persons at Malta, 
the Parliament, has laudably resolved to | and one of them fell isto my hands. If you 
unveil their dark and disgraceful deeds | think them as important as I do, they are at your 
With respect to the sple of Malta, to- service to publish in your Weekly Register, if not, 


) ; > be pleased to return them by the bearer.——I am, 
wards whom, as our readers will perceive, | sir,—Your most obedient Servant, 


they haye committed an 2ct of injustice, of Wm. Cobbett, Esg. A. M‘ Kenzie. 
cruelty, and of perfidy, unegualled in the No. Il. : 
annals of the world, not excepting those of | The Aumble Representation of the Deputies of the Islande 
Republican France. ———-The first paper is a of Malta and Gozo, at the foot of the Throne of the 
letter from Mr. Mackenzie, a British mer- King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain aud 


chant who f aa Sete. Sen lr eland. 
where Poe hays lately returned from Malta, The Maltese were the first who took up arms 
obtained +a LOSMID with many others, against the French, and besicged them im Valettals 
b ned copies of the papers, which he has | they were afterwards assisted by the Portuguese, 
goodness to communicate to us. | the Neapolitans and the English, who blocked up 
The second ‘isa translation of the Repre- | the Great Harbour and che port of St, Pact, while 
Schtation and Remonstranc f th ee the Maltese guarded every other avenue to the 
Crawn Aemonstrance of the Maltese, Island——The gates of Valetta were shut-on the 
rodmnene a on the 22d of Oct. 1801, the | 2d of September 1798, and on the 4th of Septem- 
Prelj t they were acquainted with the | ber i800, the city surrendered.———The foreign 
‘climinaries of Péace, and’ brought to Lon- | troops, (as all the manifestoes and proclamations 


on }Y certain Deputies early i Febroary, of the different generals eT det 
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auxiliaries. The Maltese were 


rrr the war. —~ During the blockade, the Maltese lose 
more than 20,000 souls. The British army had 
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+) See Debates, Register, Vol. 1; 
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not a single soldier killed—Reduced to the ut- 
most extremity, froma scarcity of provisions, the 
French garrison offered to capitulate, and to leave 
hastages for the vast sums which they had taken 
from the public treasury, fiom the University, from 
the Monte di Pieta, trom the Churches, and, 
lastly, from individuals, under the name of forced 
Loans (he British General, as well as the Mal- 
tese, were acquainted with the situaton of the 
French garrison; they keew that in two days it 
must surrender at discretion. And in the city 
there were actually found no more than a few 
salms of whear, and no other provis‘ons whatever, 
Notwithstanding this, General Pigot (without 








the knowkdge and consent of the Maltese) grant- 
ev the garrison a capitulation, by which the French 
were permitted tPeany away all their effec s. In 
consequence of which, before the pates were open- 
ed, the French again pluadered the city of the few 
jewe!s and effects which still remained to the aban- 
doned iohabitants, and carried them in triumph 
on board the vessels that were to convey toFrance 
the spoils of a victorious people. The British 
troops took possession of the place, and persuaded 
the Malese #o lay down their arms upon the glaeis 
before they entered the town. Con*ding in the 
good faith of che British nation, the Maltese con- 
signed the government of their country, mo the 
hans of the Biitish Generals, without suspicion, 
without stipulation, and faithfully obeying them, 
asminsters of the Sovereign whom their hearts 
had clected.e——As to the manner in which they 
were treated, they wish to remain silent; as they 
are fully pei suaded that it will be reprobared, with 
horror and regret, by the Ministers of the King of 
Gicat Britain ——-The expenses of the war by 
land, and the pay of the Maltese battalions, were 
dc! aved by the Maltese; and, in order to enable 
them to do this, they mortgaged the lands of se- 
veral villages ——The Maltese, therefore, demand, 
that their Island may be restored to them; or that 
all the expenses iocurred by them, for their share 
pi the war, may be paid them, and that they may 
be indemnified for the losses occasioned by the 
war, and tor the plunder which the French were 
permitied to carry away. We affirm, that 
xing the principals in the war, we were the law- 
ful captors ; that every species of public property 
is Ours; and that if, by a superior force it should 
he wrested trom our hends, the mortgages on them 
Ought, at least, to be paid, -—- The Maltcse dem: nd 
the possession of therr Island by right of conquest 
from the French, who conquered it from the Order 
of Saint Johan of Jerusalem As to ihe preien- 
sions of this Ordcr to the Island, it is our duty to 
assert, that it was ceded by the Emp¢ror Charles 
the Fifth, in quality of fief, and as 4 deposit for 
arms, and the maintenance of ‘troops, in order to 
make perpetual war against the infidels. —— As to 
the landed property which that Order has acquired 
in Matra, it is contrary to the stipulations, and 
has been obtained by an usurpation of the pro- 
perty of individuals; and a great part of the for- 
tresses themselves and the’ public edifices were 
built by taxes imposed upon the Maltese. The 
Vaiversaity, the Monte di Picta, and other institu. 
tions belong, soicly,tothe Maltese, are the proper- 
ty of individuals, and never did belong to the Or- 
dcr. —— Whatever pretensions the Knights of the 
Order of Sant John might have to the Island, 
they have forfeited them by an act much more 
conclusive than that of conquest, by the most un- 
worthy treason to their owa body, violating the 
*ecred laws of religion, hanour, and the statubes of 
the Order, which they solemaly swove at the altar 
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to maintain with the last drop of their blood: by 
this act, according to their own laws, they ceas- 
to be members of the Order, are degraded with ja- 
famy, and the sound part of them, if such there 
were amongst them, were obligated to put them ty 
death. And if at that time, when the Kaights of 
the Order were entire, assembled in the seat cf 
their establishment, which had been witness of 
many glorious actions, with evcry mcaus of de- 
jence, and without any wants; if at that time, 
when their honour had still a name, they were 
traitors, and partizans of the French, how much 
more must they be so now, covered as they aie 
with shame and infamy, and reduced to indigene, 
and the most disgraceful mendicity '+—Hut the 
Maltese have other pretensions to the sovereignty 
of their own Island. Without recurring to the 
maxim of some writers, that “ when the throne 
“ becomes vacant, the right of nominating the 
‘“ Sovercign devolves to the people,” the Maltese 
found their right to inde pendence in having twice 
purchased Malta, and paid the stipulated price to 
the Kings of Spain and Sicily. King Alphonsus 
(to whose alto deminio, or suzerainty, our ancestors 
voluntarily submitted after having purchased the 
I:land) in his diploma of the 27th of November 
1397, declared, that Malta formed a portion of h’s 
dominion; and in case any of bis successors alu- 
nated it from the crown, under whatever tic, 
whether as a government, or perpetual or tem)o- 
rary rectory, to any person whatever, even thous) 
he should be of the most exalted blood of ‘he 
reigning Sovereign, Malta was to be preseived 
‘‘ conjunctam semper tanquam membruma: Kee 
‘© gie Corone, &c. ;” permitting the Maltese, i 
case of a contrary conduct, to resist ‘ manu {0 
‘* pro quo in nullum crimen, <iclictum, vel in 
“ inobedientiam incurrere reputentur, et aligue 
“ tenus conseantur.” This was conhimec %y 
King Ferdiaando en the 4th of January 14°65 tne 
Maitese consider it as. their Magna Gharia, ae con 
ficient they are, that a charter so dear to the bag: 
lish, will never he ravished from them, by the 
nation, —— With these privileges, Malta rem: 
anuexed to the crown of Sicily ; and her smh 
tants were treated by the King of Spain asa tree 
people, until the rein of Charles ihe Filth, 8 
ceded the government to the Order of saint fo 
of Jerusalem, after the expulsion of that oe 
from Rhodes. After a long negotiation, the MBF 
tese submitted, but under the express conditions 
that they should enjoy their privileges for = 
and be considered as vassals, and annex: 0! ’ 
crown of Sicily; and that if the Order of Saint Jo 
should remove to another residence or establisimn'y TI . 
ta should return, as before, under the King of Si"), ° ‘ 
submission ot the Makese to the King o! 91° ot 
orto the King of Spain, was not in consequence 
any right in those sovercigns to the sia Py 
of the Island, but their a/to dominio OF eo m 
and their protection was a favour solicited a 
them by the Maltese, for the sake of being ~ 
tected by a powerful state against their ae” 
They were frre allies, elected their re des 
Kings of Sicily, aud gov t ar. wpa toe 
Numerous documents, are still in €MSieRes 
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tire independence; but neverd d they suspect, nor 
canthey now for a moment believe, that, violating 
a}! tle laws of justice, divine and human, they are 
to be torcibly delivered up by their auxiliary al- 
lies, as a conquered people, or as vile slaves sold 
for a political consideration to other Masters, to 
masters Whose tyranny, ¢xtortion, and sacrilege, 
have rendered them the execratton of every vir- 
tyous mind, andio whom, whatever horrible cala- 
muty may eDsue, the Maltese. nation never will 
eybmit. Lxcluded trom the fortifications, almost 
extucly without arms, without ammunitiva, with- 
oul f LOvisions, abu absolutely without any loreign 
alliance or promise Of assistance, Our brave !sland- 
cs reolved to permh or be free. The whole 
couutiy nese up, armed for the greater part, with 
jiotumeuts OL buebandry, and diove the Fiench 
gui oi every post, except the great fortiesses, 
which they blockaded, repuised every sally 
of the enemy, and mortgaged their very lands, 
in order to procure grain from Sicily. The 
entrance of the Great Harbour they could not 
buc while this entrance was blockaded 
by the Butish fleet, the Maltese, detended every 
giher pass, till at last Valletta surrendered, 
And canit be expected, that such a peopie will 
dcliver up their privileges and their libcity to 
such masters? “They may be free, they may perish 
wtheattanpt, but never will the Maltese submit ! 
At whore hands will Divine Justice demand their 
blo« ai Upon whose head will the vengeance of 
Heaven fall; that vengeance which our fathers in- 
voke, together with our innocent childien, our ve- 
nerable clergy, our wives, and our violated daugh- 
tisi—His Sritanmic Majesty has never declered 
amuseifin any public act, or in any of the manitese 
toes OF is yenerals, our Sovereign. Never has he 
mace use Of any other title than that oi Protcccor, 
hove. erardeatly the Maltese were desirous of bring 
Unica with has subjects | ——_— We conceive it a. 
taily superfluous to enter into a deiail of the in- 
eiguitics which the Maltese have received at the 
ie the Order ot St. John, how they were 
ulate od subjection, treated as beings of an 
seni bee — ery N a ¢ excluded from all pre- 
ait ro hed errs af distinction, every tan of 
toh | eee wane of every honourable situa- 
ed, wlieeiéved da*tanameees dishonoured or fruyn- 
ot ‘staan Whee meat of a knight fixed upon 
. ose Men were, and what must 

he situation of their Government, may 
cored te eee Tat 
“phacuy over this pot tO prov ha ie tie 
Ver up ihe Island - “Mal No the ‘Older « Ph, 
Joba oi letesahd uf Malta to the O:der ot St. 
er it ules i tet ry be the same as to deli- 
Order, in sAbdeiNaarek a it the Knights of the 
ty end theta” eat ol an independant soverciyn- 
that the imapin Joying every case and pleasure 
objects of fanan ‘ean can foim, cnyaged in 
Many sovereigns, ita te and reverenced as so 
could commard ie ae 's condition, the French 
tadine to wander A. quit their terrescrial pa- 
duce them to be wig wide and could iRe 
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Island was betrayed. Two langues only remain, 
which can, in any n anner be said to be indepen- 
dant, the Knights ot Napies and Sicily. Atl 
those of the Cisalpine Repubuc and oi the coun- 
tries either conquered or subjecito a vassallage, 
if not ia name, must, in fact, be partizaus of the 
French, Almost cvery post of confidence, was 
occupied by the French. In short, there are not 
(even including those of the New Auglo-Bavarian 
Jangue) more than a thirtieth part of the Knights 
who are not at the blind disposal of France. 
‘Lhe public treasures dissipated, and the con- 
mandcries (supposing them to be all restored) be 
longing to France, the Order must, of necessity, 
look up to France for the expens:s of torming and 
Maintaining an army tor occupying the tortiticas 
tions, and for purchasing and ¢quipping a ficet, 
or at least a few gallics, in order Lo protect Com- 
merce, to cruize against the infidels, and to provi- 
sion the island. Fiance will, without doubt, ture 
nish these necessary funds, avd will be weil in- 
demnitied, by securing to herself an impregnable 
fortress. ‘She troops furnished by the Order, 
will, assurediy, be those mest attached to the 
French Governmeat.-——Many addiwonal proofs 
will be produced to confirm our assertion, that ta 
give up Malta co the O.der of St. John of Jerusa- 
lem is, in fact, Cconsigniog it over to the French. 
And can any one possibly doubt, that the 
principal object of the French Government in 
making peace, was not to obtain possession of 
Mala? Since on the possession of Malta depend 
the existence of India to Great Lritain, her allt 
ance with Russia, the security of Sicily, the come 
merce of the Mediterrancan, of the Adriatic, of 
the Levant, aod an uncontrouled sway over every 
circumjacent country.——The French once in 
possession of Malia, Sicily, we too well know, 
must instantly tall an easy prey to them, ‘Lo 
defend Sicily in all her vulnerable points, would 
require a large and a betser disciplined army than 
the sovercign of that kingdom can ever support. 
—When the French were in possession of 
Malta, and had no idea that they would one day 
be driven out oi it, they openly declared in print 
(ia our Dewspapers and in pamphlets), im letrers, 
and in public harangues, the extent of their views, 
and their projects ot tuture conquest. ‘They de- 
monstrated, © that they could procure from the 
“© Black Sea and the Adriatic timber, masts, and 
‘© all sorts of naval stores, at a much’ cheaper 
“ gate than from the Baitic and other parts of the 
“ North. ‘That they considered the fleets and 
“ ports of Russia, and the contemptible Go- 
“ vernment of Turkey, as dependent upon them ; 
‘¢ and that, af any time, they could dictate to 
“ them conditions ot vassalage. That Russia 
“ never would abandon her project of expelling 
‘© the Turks from Europe, and ot founding a new 
“ Greek state. That Russia bas always treated, 
“ as friends, those nations who, in this point, 
“ entered into her projects; and as enemies, 
“ those who ventured to oppose them; making 
every thing subservient to this one considera- 








Thar, in consequence, France could dic- 
Russia, and detach her from her alliance 
reat Britain. bat che tormidable Rus- 
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« sufficient force to guard her own coasts.” All 
this have they printed both in and out of Ma'ta, 
gever imaging that thev would be obliged to 
abandon the island. They concluded “ that the 
& Mediterrancan was exclusiwely theirs; aad 
“ that from Epvpt they would be able to sead an 
# army to conquer India, by attacking it in Vari- 
* ous points.” —-— Malta again placed in the hands 
of the French, no power on earth wil] be able to 
expe! them. There are no measures, however 
violent, that this arrfal nation, deterred by no 
principle of justice or humanity, wil] not take to 
@ tain their object; such as driving the mhabi- 
¢ nts out of the fortresses, disarming and putting 
t) death all those whom they suppose enemies, 
and, perhaps, (as they have already once pro- 
posed) to send the whole population of Maka to 
France or to the Coast of Barbary, and to re-peo- 
ple the island with French, ‘This threat, with 
which the inhabitants were well acquainted, was 
one of the principal reasons which first induced 
them to take up arms, and many reasons have we 
for beheving, that it would have been carricd into 
execution, it ther affairs in Egypt hud turned out 
prospcrousiy.——Wth respect to the guarantce 
of this or thut power, but too well is our island 
acquainted with the French and the Order, not to 
be convinced of the fallibility of such a proposi- 
tion, The first war, whether of long or short 
duration, puts an end to it entirely. If even a 
third power were to occupy some parts of the 
fortresses, the troops would be corrupted by 
French money and French principles, and im- 
mense are the sums that would be wisely expend- 
ed for that purpose. The military posts are de- 
pendant one upon the other, We are able to 
point out the utter impossibility of occupying a 
part withort being in possession of the whole. 
We can clearly demonstrate how they can and 
will obiain their several ends, We can make it 
evident, that there is no security for the inhabi- 
fants, unless British troops are placed in posses- 
mon of all the fortresses, and unless the adminis- 
tration of justice is placed in the hands of a Bri- 
tish Ciel Government. We wish not to enter 
into the profound views of Cabinets, but we beg 
to be permited solely to observe, that if France 
and Russia had no other intentions than the re- 
e tablishment of the Order in its pristine aplen- 
flour and independence, why have they not cho- 
sen a place where they could be more indepen- 
dant? Why have they considered the possession 
of Matta.as necessary to the re-establishment ot 
the Order? Jt is but too evident to every one 
capable of reflection, that Malta is not to be 
taken out of the hands of the English, for the 
urpose of remaining long in the hands of the 
rder of St John, 

(Signed) The Deputies, and all the Repre- 
sentatives of the City, lowns, 

at Villages, &e. 
Maite, Oct. 22, 1801. 
No. Tf, 


Letter from the Ma'tese Deputies t2 Lord Fokart og 
-. their arrival in London. , 
¥ Lord, —We have the honour of annonnci 
to your lordship, our arreval_in this vanish, is 
qualiny of Deputies from the Maltere jauwn, ap- 
pornted as soun as the inteibpence ot che Prelumi- 
mary Treaty of Peace reached that island. Happy 
thail we be, my lord, ip the opportaniy of-laying 
before your lordship the truth and justice ot the 
dem woth which we ace entrnsted., It is this 


hope, avd the confidence we pave in the equity 


of the British Government which have conducted 
| us ‘hither. We pray your lordship to have the 
| goodness to inform us, in the course of three 
| days from the dateof this letter, when it will be 
| convement to your lordship to receive the homage 





of the sespectful attachment with which we have 

the honour to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) 

London, Feb. 4, 1802. 


No. FY. 


The Deputies appointed by the Extraordimary Conrress 
Acld at Malta and Gozo, consisting of the Chiefs af 
Bataillions and Representatives of each Town or t urzh, 
have the Honour of laying before his Excetlency Lowy 


The Deputies, &c. 


Horane, dis Britannic Majesty's Mimster for the 
War Department, the fellowing MEMORIAL 

, ] g 
ing to the Instructions recerved by them from ther 


Constituents on the 9th day of November, 180}. 


My Lord,—It is with the most lively affliction, 
and the utmost astonishment, that the people of 
Malta have jJearnt the severe and uomerited tac 
to which they are destined, by the retura ot the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem to the Islands of 
Maita and Gozo. The defection and treason o! 
which this Order was guilty, will form an epoch in 
the anna!s of the world, as striking as that by 
which we are again thrown under its despot 
dominion, after i had abandoned us to an any, 
unfaithful to all its promises and engegem.0t. 
The sentence which impartial postenty will 
pronounce upon these transactions, will not, 9%- 
sutedly, be creditable to the age in which we live, 
and already we foresee the complaints and te- 
proaches with which we should be loaded by our 
| latest posterity, were we to permit an up worliy 
| timidity to impose silence upon us, betore the just 
| and magnanimous tribunal to which we have, hepe 
} 
| 





pily, the opportunity of appealing.— We shall 
pass over, my Lord, the many motives which we 
have of resentment against the Order of Sait John 
of Jerusakm. The blood which has been spit) 
the death of about twenty thousand of our :ciow 
citizens afier scenes of the most heart-res dwg 
misery, the expenses we incurred in the Sr 
months of the revolution to maintain our batal- 
lions, and the loss of six millions ot crowns, om 
ciently prove the falsehood of the atrocious — 
nies heaped upon us by the author of the Reps! 
the Manifesto of the Prior of Russia, TJae wmpor\v'* 
carries its own contradiction with it. No i 
ignorant, that the plan of the invasion of ne 
was projected in Paris, and confided to the o 
cipal Knights of the Order, resident at Met 
Letters in cyphers were iacessamily passin? wa! 
repassing, without, -however, alarming the ve 
ciems of the deceased Grand Master ac Kohan, - 
of the Grand Master Hompeseh.——— Alter abet 
irrefragable tacts, thus hastily cued, nme ae 
Lord, whether the Maltese people conid be of 
without astonishment and terror, the amines * 
aJl the miserxs which have befalicn iaem® oe 
set toot in their country, and: 
them. Were we, my: 
ashes, still wa four brave re 
liberate and fo eang er heir epy 
upon us more ellecinadly to defe 
the cause of truth apd ofiji 
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ever distinguished for their attachment to their 
,atient Sovereign, have, in these latter times, 
prowed that they ought equally to be so, for their 
love of justice, and their bravery. They can 
readily bury all their resentments; but they cannot 
help being desirous, that the sacrifices they have made 
may mot be forgotten. As a proof of thesesacrifices, may 
we be permitted, my Lord, to instance the peace- 
able resignation of the Maltese to the capitulation 
which the British General made with M. Vaubois. 
fhe hood we had spilt, our exertions, our rights, 
and all our interests were either forgerien or despised. 
We beheld with exemplary moderation, as every 
one is forced to acknowledge, the French lay down 
their arms on the glacis, onlp to load themselves 
wth the reminder of our spoils; and the faihful and 
virtuous Maltese were reduced to the necessity, of 
covyime the treatment of their rebellious and cri- 
minal brethren. Would we could conceal from 
our descendaats the particulars ef a capitulation 
which, at the same time, wounled our rights and ren- 
dered us miserable! leis true, that the presence and 
wisdom of Captain Ball, to whom we preferred our 
complaints, contributed greatly to alleviate our 
ssctinees; but circumstances vot having seconded 
cilliet Our expectations or necessities, we cannot, 
ny Lotd,dissemble the urfurvourab fe impressions which 
the prelim nanes of peace have given “Ss of a gotrcru- 
mnt, to which we have ever been aaxieus of shew- 
‘og our attachment, our fidelity and our preference. 
oe We know, my Lond, that u is not for us to 
iaduence the political operations of nations. Na- 
ture has placed Malta to be considered for her si- 
(uation and strength, and not to dictate arrange- 
nents toother countries. But still, my Lord, it 
ray be prudent not to pass over her numerous po- 
pustion. Russia and Frapoe, as weil as the other 
a. bowers of Europe, are too just and tao en- 
‘atened to ceasure the Maltese for the steps they 
‘ave taken, and for their opposition to the re-¢s- 
‘abhsoment of am Order, which from its desporism, 
ms deiection, ins treachexy, and its depravity of 
mata ‘Sy C4Q Rever inspice comfidence nor recon- 
—_ a “ences. ———- Nevertheless, my Lord, if from 
aoe aud imperious circumstances, the 
“€ Must undergo the pain and mortification 
é. ban scparmed from the Empire of his Britan- 
the isles ot 4 for the tranquillity of Europe, 
sta Setad ne a and Gozo must remain in a 
the mans Wr Re we beseech you, my Lord, in 
most dear a 7 constituents and of all that ts 
every law Pe sacred among men; im the name of 
lec, man and divine, ia the name of the 

~ of nations and of justice, to supplicate his Eritan- 





. Dic Maj ‘ * 
lajesty to c¢ciza to employ his effectual and 


Dower: . . om * 
poweritd mediation, with the other powers, in or- 


left ; Py 
| ie their independence, under the mutual gnarantee 
me a Britain and France, aad that. the may 
and « ‘tr thei inhabitants have shed theie blood, 
on *peuded their substance, be considered as a. 
th iNered country,—_—= You well’ know my Lords 
lat as depaties fromthe me Fg ly 
bet dispease wah a ; erin 
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nation worthy of a better fate. Déign to aceept 
the homage of our respectful attachment. 


(Signed) The Deputies, 
TESTAFERRATA.—ABBE RiCcAuUD.—-ABBE MALIA, 
—CasTAcna.—Matria—Cacnja, 

London, No. 7, Upper Berkiey Street, 
March &, 1802. 


No. V, 

Extract of a Letter written by the Deputies of Malta 
and Gaza to their Constituents, dated London, 2d of 
March, 1802. 

Morr Itcusrrious SeiGnions.——We arrived here 
the rst nit. The 4th we wrote the inclosed Jetter 
[No. HI.] to Lord Hobart, the minister, stating 
we were arrived in this capital im ihe character 
of deputies to represent the demands of our fellow 
citizens.—ln consequence of this letter, by means 
of Sir Alexander Ball, the minister made known to 
the deputation, that they would do well to preeure 
their departure from London, as soon as posible, ade 
ducing for reasons, thav their remaining would give 
jealousy to France, and thereby, impede the conclu- 
sion of the definitive articles of peace, and that he 
could not, for reasons of state, receive and hear 





der 
that the Islands of Malta ard Gezo may be , 


them in dis office, but that he would permit them to 
come in private to wis house, whete he would hear 
them. We were received by the minister ow ihe 
och of February, and he heard, with patience, all 
the reasons for which we were sent to London, 
parcicalatly to protest to the British government, in 
the name of our nation, against the cession of our Island to 
the Order of St. Join, and all the reasons for which 
we do not recognize the right of the Order to the 
dominion ot our island, and the firm and effectual 
resistance which we were resolved to make, to ops 
pose the retura of the Order into our mother coun- 
try.--—-To this representation the Minister an- 
swered that the English governmeut would tuke 
care of the happiness ot the Maltese, and that the ree 
sult would prove to us, that ehereturnof the Order 
in Maica would be of advantage, Sy fe preeaun 
tions which the English gevaument would take to gua~ 
rantee the pecple of Marta. Yesterday, with the 
approbation of Sir Alexander Ball, we presented 
the inclosed memorial No, 2. [No.1V. in this ewe 
and wait his answer. lt is one day reporte 
that there will be war, and the next that peace will 
be concluded, &c. Weare, ke. 


What answer the deputies received, or 
whether they received any at all, Mr. 
Mackenzie was not informed; but he has 
heard, that the high-minded Lord Hobart, 
for the cogent reason stated in the request 
conveyed by Captain Ball; that is to say, 
Sor fear of giving umbrage to France, and there 
by hazarding the conclusion of the defini- 
tive treaty, dec ined giving them any answer 















(1 “ departure from London,” in any manner, 
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ey couid, or else to jola the beggars in the 


‘the definitive treaty, as far 
, with the remonstran- 
deputies, we at piers) nad 


a. * 


Sees 


‘ as 
; 
' 
; 
| 4 
’ if 
a yb y 
¥ 
t 
he | Se, 
fhe 
248 
’ F % 
TAG 
ae Sik be 
¥ hi 
6s * 
. Y 
eae ar 
hyd 
Tk, 
be? . 
\geug 40 
ih 
A iw ite? 
Ca 
; As 
sie i ae 
ae « Bee 
"\9 te 
ee 
pre yY 
pet 4 
‘a ‘ore 


oe 


a Sh. 


ae : i=3 ; 










eae | 
ay 
a ae 
4: 
\ Sa 
a bp 

it 
Lae 
‘in a 
Bbh ch # 
ee 
vas 
ae 
Ht: 
nt j 
ae ‘ y 
+ , 5 
tit 
pert) 
ae 
ee Be 
ty) 
‘ee 

is 4 

Th , 
Abe 

be 

| 

fy 

i% $ 


a es 


’ 


a 




























593} COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. (684 


tiecommand of the Island, was, as they 
truly said, to give it to the French. The 
perfect inntility of all guarantees of other 
powers is forcibly and truly stated, in the 
remonstrance, and we well know, that no 
other security has been provided by the 
treaty, except that.of a Maltese Langue, 
evhich hos not écn, and % bich cannot b. form- 
ed, ‘The opinisters, therefore, in atfectiog 
to give up the sland to the Knights, knew 
that they were, in fact, giving it up to the 
French, a deed which they have still more 
deliberately and wickedly consummated, 
s'uce the conclusion of the treaty, 4y agreeing 
to the Pope's appornting a Grand Master, witb- 
out the approbation or conscni of the people of 
Masia. 

But, shameful as the conduct of ministers 
has been, in abandoning the interests of their 
awn country, as connected with Malta, their 
conduct towards the gallant people of that 
Island is ten thousand times more shameful, 
jt is as clear as day-light, that we possessed 
no right whatever to impose a government 
upon Matta. We did not conquer the 
Island; we entered it, not as conquerors, 
but as protectors of the Maltese, who them- 
selves conquered it from the French, into 
whose hands it had been betrayed by the 
(Order of St. Joho of Jerusalem. The Mal- 
tese ollered to become subjects of his Ma- 
lesty, an otter which his Majesty was cer- 
tainly at liberty to refuse, but, if he did so 
refuse, be had nothing further to do but to 
leave the people to themselves: his minis- 
ters had no right to impose on them any 
other Sovereign, much Jess to place them 
under a government, which they abhorred, a 
government by which they had been, not 
abandoned, but betrayed into the hands of a 
power, who had, plundered them of their 
property, defiled their altars, and violated 
their wives and their daughters. It will 
now be remembered, and with emotions of 
inexpressible indignation, that the ministers, 
in defending the definitive treaty, repre- 
sented the arrangement respecting Malta, as 
a favour done to the inhabitants; as some- 
thing of which those people were glad, and 
tor which they were grateful to this coun- 
try!!! Lord Hobart, in his reply to Lord 
Spencer, on the 7th of May, said, “ It was 
“ politic to pay marked aticntion to the native 
** nbabitants of Malta by creating a Mal. 
iy ike yy sats ag The Sh Mba eh 
PS re by force of arms, we had an’ indis- 

‘ putable right to arrange its govern- 
*“ ment.” (2). The Maltese deputies posi- 
tively deny the latter position, and, as to the 


marked attention,” which it was “ politic” 





. 





. 








to pay to them, the reader has seen, in the 
preceding documents, how far his Lordship's 
conduct agreed with this opinion. The 
‘* marked attention,” which he paid to the 
native inhabitants, was to desire them jp- 
stantly to quit London, lest their remaining 
here should give umbrage to the rapacious, 
cruel, and brutal wretches, by whom they 
had been oppressed, and from whom they 
themselves bad delivered their country, 
This was the “ marked attention” paid them 
by that “ safe politician,” who would not 
even permit them to enter his office!!!— 
The minister, the pure, the upright, the 
candid, the safe, Richmond Park minister, 
was, on this subject, still more explicit than 
his worthy colleague. In answer to Mr. 
Windham, on the 3d of May, 1802, he made 
use of the following declaration, whieh, when 
he takes the title of Lord AMiENs, we would 
humbly propose as the future mottoof { he Fa- 
mily.—* Without entering into the partica- 
*« Jars of the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
statement, I have the satisfaction to know, 
“ that THE MALTESE THEMSELVES 
“ do not partake in bis sentiments: thers are 
“ those of SATISFACTION, and of GRA- 
“« TITUDE to Great Britain for the terms pro- 
66 cured them.”\' 1191 (3) This is the pure 
and candid minister! This is the minister of 
good intentions! Little did he imagine, that 
the documents, which we have now pub- 
lished, would ever see the light. Little did 
he imagine, that the mask would so soot 
have been pulled off from his dark and sel 
fish intrigues. Let it be observed, that he 
made this declaration after he was fully '0- 
formed of the sentiments of the Mallese, 
after he must necessarily have read their Te 
monstrance, and have been well acquainted 
not only of their abhorrence of being 29°" 
placed under the kiights, but of the 
resolution to resist the authority of tre% 
cherous and dastardly masters; and, wit 
the knowledge of all this it was, that 
he declared the Maltese to be not only sat 
fed with, but grateful for, the terms “8 
treaty which irrevocably doomed them © 
submit to those masters, or to mrt 
their sway for the still more hated 7 
dreadful tyranny of the French, by w0" 
they had so lately been plundered and torme at 
ed! And this is your candid minister! me 
is your minister of good intentions apind \. 
the present sentiments of the people of the 
ta, they may easily be guessed at from A 
circumstances which have taken place, 8° 
the conclusion of the treaty of Amic®: 
agreement respectitig a Maltese !3%5"" 
sed by them, one tee _ eee 
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(3) See Debates, Volt M1. pi i213." 
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too shameful. forthem to give the least 
sanction to. No soch langue has. been 
formed, and the British ministers have, ac- 
cordingly, left the choice of a,Grand Mas- 
ter to the Pope, who, being bhimself,a crea- 
ture of Buonapartée, has appointed to that 
post another creature of Buonaparte. The 
publication of these papers is, of itself, a 
soficient proof of the resentment of the 
Maltese, who have produced and promul- 
pated them on their island as evidence of 
Hritish injastice and perfidy, and who have 
resolved, in order to avenge themselves on 
us, to throw themselves and their island 
into the hands even of the French! They 
have, we are Well informed, an agent now 
at Paris, negotiating with the court of St. 
Cloud, Their request is to bea free and 
independent state, under the protection of 
france. ‘They wish France to support them 
in their resistance of the Knights, in their 
resistance of that abominable system, which 
England had framed for ‘‘ their bappiness.” 
They offer to receive, at all times, an un- 
limited number of French ships, of all sorts, 
into their ports, upon the condition, that 
only a limited number of French troops 
shall, at any one time, be permitted to land 
oo their island. Whether Buonaparté 
will listen to these propositions is more 
than we can say; but, if he does not, it is 
because the agreeing to them might, in 
some degree, retard the views which he has 
of ootaining, throngh the means of his tool, 
the Grand Master Thomasi, an exclusive 
possession of the island, an object which, 
we doubt not, he will, in one way or other, 
very soon accomplish. 








TO THE RT. HON. LORD AUCKLAND, &c. 


_ My LORD =~The newspaper editors hav- 
ing published a paragraph, purporting to be 
&@ speech delivered by your lordship, in the 
ouse of Lords, on the 2d instant; which 
bretended speech is calculated to destroy the 
pa Spl of the country, I have, after 
lone tHOn, resolved to trouble your 
bi. P with a few words, in order to con- 
ua Lid of the necessity of removing the 
mid Pe Arenson, which your silence 
Hi Ps rss These editors (for they all 
allen fit report) impute to you. the 
te G Matement : “ that the net reve- 
aoe be ry country would be found to 
afer 423 ',000,000. sterling, of which, 
“ the discha oS about £17,000,000 for 
oe tee of the National Debt, there 
plicable ert ram of £16,400,000. ap- 
a3 it is wal ban PGE: or, fay lors 
garded a2 oe rows that you may be re- 
# a steady supporter of all the mea- 
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sures, not only of this administration, bot 
vf every administration, past, present, or to 
come, I have been a good deal alarmed, lest 
the speech, thus imputed to your lordship, 
should be looked upon as an indication of a 
design, which the present or future minis- 
ter has conceived of annibilating the Sinking 
Fund, together with all the provisions for 
the reduction of the Debt. These news 
editors ike you say, in addition to what I 
have above quoted: “ that you have the 
‘* most sanguine hopes on this important 
‘ national subject, and that you entertain 
* no doubt of being able to establish your 
“ statement by documents,”—If your lord- 
ship should make it out that the net revenue 
amounts to £34,000,000. ‘and that the dis- 
charge of the annual expenses of the Na- 
tional Debt demands no more than about 
£17,600,000, it certainly will not be very 
dithcult to prove, that there are £ 10,400,000 
remaining, © applicable to public purposes.” 
sut, my lord, unless, in those pubic purposes, 
your lordship means to include the expenses 
of the Sinking Fund, which amount an- 
nually to about .£,5,800,000, you must, if 
the report of your speech be correct, 
have in view the annihilation of that fund. 
‘ Applicable to public purposes?” If this 
has any meaning at all, it refers to a sum 
that is zo¢ already pledged ; it refers towhar, 
in the language of traders, is called /oose casb, 
that the minister may employ in war or in 
any thing else that the times may call for; 
bur your lordship must know, that the an- 
nual .£1,000,000. the annual .£200,000. the 
annual £2,500,000. arising from the 1 per 
cent. upon capitals created since 1793, to- 
gether with the aunual prodace of fallen-in 
annuities, acd of stock bought up by the 
commissioners ; ai! these, amounting annu- 
ally to about £5,800,000 your lortiship 
well knows, are pledged, first pledged, for 
the support of the Sinking Pond, and there- 
fore caunot be “ applicable” to any other 
purpose whatever. ‘The fact is, my lord, 
that the persons above-mentioned have takea 
your lordship’s words, and have given to 
them the appearance of a most jesuitical at- 
tempt to deceive the vulgar, the micre porter- 
drinking politicians. Your lordship knows, 
as well as I do, that, for this very year, io 
which 1 am now writing, and for each sac- 
ceeding year, there must be paid, in taxes, 
on account of the National Debt, more 
than £24,000,000. whereas your speéch has 
been so distorted as to tcud 10 make’ poor 
ignorant people believe, that the annual exe 
nse of the debt absorbs only £17,690 000. 


‘and that there are £10,400,000, a year re- 


maining to be expended, if need be, in 
powder aud ball. 
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Having troubled your lordship $0 far, 1 
am tempted to go a little farther, in order 
to call your attention to an account, which 
has just been published, of the Consolidated 
Fond, for the quarter ending on the 5th of 
last month, and which, as far as it goes, 
exhibits a complete refutation of the est- 
mates laid before the House of Commons 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the 
10th of December last, (1) the correctness of 
which estimates it was your lordship’s tau- 
dable intention to establish. Mr. Adding- 
ton, in order to keep within the mark, stated 
the surplus of the Consolidaied Fund, tor 
the present year, at 10,500, The result of 
the first quarter of the year, according to 


the official account, dated on the 21st ult. | 


is as follows: 
Income .£6,706,238 8 1 
Charge 5,758.905 17 8 


1,037,332 10 5 





§ urplus 





The dividends charged on the income of 
the quarters ending in July and January 
are each of them about £ 2,000,000 greater 
in amount than are those which are charged 
on the April and October quarters; so that, 
unless there be a very great rise in the in- 
come in the three remaining quarters of the 


year, I am afraid Mr. Addington must seek | 
for his surplus in the bag of Docror Vat, | 


or of some other potent conjuror.—el have 
constantly given it, as my opinion, that the 
surplus of the present year will fall more 
than .£ 2,000,000. short of the minister's es- 
timate;(2)and now, I believe, few persons will 
be found to controvert that opinion.—I beg 
your lordship to believe, that this is a source 
from which I derive no pleasure. Could | 
have had my choice, I would rather have 
seen my calculations prove erroneous; but, 
as it is now very clear, that deception was 
ere upon our Sovereign, opoun his par- 
iament, and his peopfe, 1 am by no means 
sorry, that I was the first to detect and ex- 
pose it. Nothing, my lord, is more inju- 
rious to the permanent credit of a country 
than exaggerated statements on the part of 
a minister of finance; and the man, who 
can make such statements, for the sake of 
any political purpose whatever, merits the 
severest reprobation. Mr. Addington’s es- 
timate of December has produced a lasting 
depreciation in public credit: it has de. 
ceived hondreds of thousands, and has ru- 
ined not a few, whose mouths are filled 
with bitter reproaches against him, nor are 
they more bitter than jast. With respect 





(1) See Register, Vol. 11. p. »8o, 
t4) See Register, Vol, IL. p. ¢s0. 
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to the people at large, too, flattering finan. 
cial statements bave a most fatal tendency, 
| The country is deceived ; men's minds are 
| not prepared for the contributions which 
they are called upon to make; the minister 
always cones to parliament, and the tax- 
gather to the doors of individaals, with a 
demand, which is heavy and vexatious only 
because it 18 wmerpected. Aud, if such mis- 
representations ought always to be avoided, 
they ought at this time wore especially, 
when every thing indicates the absolute: ne- 
'cessity of great and permanert pecuniary 
sacrifices. J have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
; Wa, Cosaert, 

Duke Str. West. 4th May, 1803. 


Richmmd Park, April 2g, 1803. 
| Str,—Your insertion of the following ac- 
count of my situation will extremely oblige 
/a moderate man, of moderate talents, as 
you will perceive; and if you can give him 
any advice that may extricate him from 
his present embarrassing ideas, it will be 
received with gratitude.— You must be in- 
| formed, Sir, that for many years I presided 
over a large mansion, where nothing was 
‘done witlout consulting me, and [ was 
| much respected by all my neighbours ; but, 
as there were inconveniencies attending 
the place, and my family was numerous, l 
thought it prudent to economize ; and, tot 
that purpose, removed to a lodge in Rich 
mond-Park, which a friend gave me, revl- 
‘free, My business frequently led me to 
town; and, as the roads are sometimes 
dangerous, I was, at first, for the sake of 
_security, induced to vary my route home- 
wards, that I might not be waylaid by 
some daring highwayman; but. | here pla- 
ced the foundation’ of a passion that he 
rasses my mind extremely ; yet such 1s the 
force of habit, that, vexatious as It 5 
| cannot prevail on myself totally to discard 
it.—It is no less, Sir, than a resolution to 
go in and out of town, by a different road, 
every day, in which I have met with #0 
many adventures, as I ‘think will deter 
others from such singular speculations. - 
charity I publish them.—In my W4) 1 
town, as I was not much known at a 
passed quietly enough, the country peoP 
are so good fiatured ; but, by crossing ! 
fields, my name soon became known, 8° 
by way of distinctién, I was called The Dov 
tor, which title, some of the servattts a 
mentioned to have belonged to my Cee 
and as the idea of rank spreads rapidly, 
wherever I went, by whatever lanes . 
crooked paths I passed, 1 heard the tev 
Doctir, continnally sounding in WY ve 
as if the claim to such distinction had 
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written If my facé, which indéed is née by 
any means so expressive, If is only simple, 
good-\atured, as if the owner was fond of 
water-ervel, At last, however, in the 
country, 1 was considered with that cour- 
hecy granted to silly people, and which 
enlitles thetn fo be priviléged in their 
thoughts and actions. I was frequently 
forced to hear discussions of the merits 
and demetits of the Richmond Doctor, un- 
der a pretente of being déaf, Bet nty ad- 
ventures ih iny way fo town were not 
numerous: I] was always in a hurry to do 
ihe businéss I Nad left unfinished the day 
before; and from this reason was ina cer 
tain degree compelled towélinguish this part 
of my project.—My first plan to return to 
Richmond was through Windsor, atid my 
‘ervant, aypareotly a little surprized, went 
onthrough Hounslow ; But when he found I 
took such 4 round ih my Way home, not ob- 
serving the private fod I made, of passant, 
to my friend néar the Castle, he gtutnbled 
very much about my Whithsicals, as he called 
them.—The next da¢ I went by Wimbte- 
don, to séé if ahy thing hewW Was foing On 
there, and looked ovet Lord Speticer’s pail- 
ings, but could hear df hothing but cinking 
wells, in great pérséverance, for which his 
lordship is famous, and of ittdefatigable ac- 
tivity, for his time of hf, in an elderly 
gentleman of tHat neighbourhood.—I one 
day seit iny horses to the end of Oxford- 
road, infending to v6 round Hyde-park, and 
[ walked towards Bond-stréet, when f sud- 
per Barry Meng somebody once told 
able, ~ was 634 that street was fashion- 
meni \ gat ; and as | could not 
We aaa proper vide, the classic of 
us tis ert ws ibis,” became my guide, 
a the Veda pce of the people, but 
Onay'4 hers iP many a charioteer.-— 
Whiteche ne Sry f sending ™ horses to 
(a ty tation going home by the City- 

My way, curiosity led me into 

I loyd’s Coffee-housé, whtre, I believe 
they actaally took mM f ’ cic _? 
ey immediztely ¢ anit gts asent fis 
misfortuties iol Gon, “aura aoa Wok 
ridh she thle hie single, a shower 
change, When ri she " to the Stock Ex- 
hustled me. ana t set of Jews ai ni 
my life.Luibin one bees to escape with 
Ing by water a'Httle w at bie ee 
tecting my Hotes tc y oWn the fiver, di- 
Doge.” Ttbok 4 ie ; eet me at the Iste of 
was mitch inter boat at Westminster, and 
aimed with the grandeur of 
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ductors to pull ashore; but, to my extreme 
astonishment, they declared it was too late 
toreturn, and that there was no danger; in 
fact, these sailors swore they would answer 
for me, if J would only trust to them, and 
they really did carry me safe (rough a very 
awful scene,--I may again frouble you, at 
a future day, with some more of my advene 
tures, and am, Sir, 

Peoser et Contre Paroyjer, 


DOMESTIC. 

The following account of the fransactions of 
Wednesday last, we copy from a morging paper, 
without adopting any one of the sentiments which 
it contains, 

‘One of the most infamous frauds and impo- 
sitions ever practised, yesterday threw the whole 
City of Londoa into coniusion. Some persons, 
yet unknown, about half past 8 o'clock, or abouc 
g, sent the following lecter to the Lord Mayor: — 
“ To the Rt, Hon. the Lord Mayor: —Downing Street, 
8. a.m.—Lord Hawkesbury presents compliments 
to the Lord Mayor, aad has the honour to ace 
quaint his lordship that the negociation hetweea 
this Country and the Frenct. Republic has beca 
amicably adjusted.”’—-The Lord Mayor, without 
the least suspicion of fraud, sent a copy to Lloyd's, 
stuck up the substance of the note on the Man- 
sidn-House and went himself to the Stock Ex- 
change. The market began at 69, and the price 
varied to 704. No suspicion appears wo have been 
entertained for thice hours, At length the fol- 
lowing letter from Lord Hawkesbury arrived at 
the Mansion House. —* Downing Street, May 
My Lord.— As I have just been informed that a 
letter has beea sent to your lordship, pretended 
to be signed by me, respecting the state of the 
negotiations, between this Country and Fraace, 
[ lose no time in informing your lordship, that. ne 
such letter has been sent by me, and I request, 
therefore, that you would take immediate steps 
for undeceiving the public, and detecting the 
daring forgery. 1 have the honorto be, &e. &. 

To the Kt. Hon. the Lord Mayors | Hawetsaury.” 
Previous to this, however, Mr. Goldsmid having 
called ac the Mansion Ilousc, on seeing the paper, 
pronounced it a forgery. ‘The Lord Mayor oa 
finding that he had been made the dupe of aa 
imposture, took every method in his power to an- 
deceive the Public—Goverament mean: while were 
active in contradiccing this atrocious fraud, and 
counteracting its effects. The following Official 
Note was seat round to all the evéning paperj-— 
“ To the Editer.—Treasuryy May 5, 1803-1 o'clock. 
Sir, L have to acquaint, you, that the Message, 
which was supposed to have beep sent this morm- 
ing from Lord Hawkesbury to the Lord Mayor, 
stating that the negociations wilh Trancé had tere 
minated amicably, i a fabricdriun, aad cotally 
destituteof teuth: 1am, Sir, &e. Joun Sancen?.” 
Upon the discovery, itis umpossiule to conceive 
the rumult and icdignation which broke pan at the 
Stock Exchange : ail was comsicipauon an fi 
roar. A gteat deal of business had been done. 
siness was suspended, aad a deliberation rather of 
a hasty kind was held, to consider what wasto be 
done. It was resolved thatthe bargains transacte 
ia the course of the day should be null and vois, 
In this the House have done righ ih as far dy 
they could do any thing at all. cy have deci- 
ded that time bargains should not be ng; but 
certainly it 8 wholly vu of their Cethpetenc® 1 
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Having troubled your lordship so far, I 
am tempted to goa little farther, in order 
to cal] your attention to an account, which 
has just been published, of the Consolidated 
Fond, for the quarter ending on the 5th of 
last month, and which, as far as it goes, 
exhibits a complete refutation of the esti- 
mates laid before the House of Commons 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the 
10th of December last, (1) the correctness of 
which estimates it was your Jordship’s lau- 
Gable intention to establish. Mr. Adding- 
ton, in order to keep within the mark, stated 
the surplus of the Consolidated Fund, tor 
the present year, at 6,500. The result of 
the first quarter of the year, according to 


the official account, dated on the 2Ist ult. | 


is as follows: 
Income .£6,706,238 8 1 








Charge 5,758,005 17 8 
Surplus 1,037,332 10 5 


The dividends charged on the income of 
the quarters ending in July and January 
are each of them about 42,000,000 greater 
in amount than are those which are charged 
on the April and October quarters; so that, 
unless there be a very great rise in the in- 
come in the three remaining quarters of the 
year, I am afraid Mr. Addington must seek 
for his surplus in the bag of Docror Vat, 
or of some other potent conjuror.—1 have 
constantly given it, as my opinion, that the 
surplus of the present year will fall more 
than .f 2,000,000. short of the minister’s es- 
timate; (2)and now, I believe, few persons will 
be found to controvert that opinion.—I beg 
your lordship to believe, that this is a source 





from which I derive no pleasure. Could I | 


have had my choice, I would rather have 
seen my calculations prove erroneous ; but, 
as it is*now very clear, that deception was 
Bonen: upon our Sovereign, upon his par- 
iament, and his people, 1 am by no means 
sorry, that I was the first to detect and ex- 
pose it. Nothing, my lord, is more inju- 
rious to the permanent credit of a country 
than exaggerated statements on the part of 
a minister of finance; and the man, who 
can make such statements, for the sake of 
any political purpose whatever, nrerits the 
severest reprobation. Mr. Addington’s es- 
timate of December has produced a lasting 
depreciation in public credit: it has de- 
ceived hondreds of thousands, and has ru- 
ined not a few, whose mouths are filled 
with bitter reproaches against him, nor are 
they more bitter than jast. With respect 





Se eee 


(1) See Register, Vol. 11. p. Bo. 
t+) See Register, Vol, I. p. sso. 
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to the people at large, téo, flattering finan. 
cial statements bave a most fatal tendency, 
The country is deceived ; men’s minds are 





not prepared for the contributions which 
they are called upon to make; the minister 
| always comes to parliament, and the tax- 
gather to the doors of individaals, with a 
demand, which is heavy and vexatious only 
_ because it is znexpected. Aud, if such mis. 
| representations ought always to be avoided, 
‘they ought at this time more especially, 
when every thing indicates the absolute ne- 
cessity of great and permanert pecuniary 
sacrifices. I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
Wm. Cossert, 
Duke Str. West. 4th May, 1803. 
| Richmmd Park, April 2g, 1803. 
| Str,—Your insertion of the following ac. 
count of my situation will extremely oblige 
'a moderate man, of moderate talents, as 
| you will perceive; and if you can give him 
|any advice that may extricate him from 
| his present embarrassing ideas, it will be 
| received with gratitude.— You must be in. 
| formed, Sir, that for many years I presided 
| over a large mansion, where nothing was 
' done witNout consulting me, and I was 
| much respected by all my neighbours ; but, 
'as there were inconveniencies attending 
the place, and my family was numerous, | 
thought it prudent to economize ; and, for 
that purpose, removed to a Indge in Rich- 
-mond-Park, which a friend gave me, renl- 
‘free, My business frequently led me to 
town; and, as the roads .are sometimes 
dangerous, I was, at first, for the sake of 
| security, induced to vary my route home- 
' wards, that I might not be waylaid by 
some daring highwayman; but. [ here pls- 
|ced the foundation of a passion that ha- 
| rasses my mind extremely ; yet such 1S the 
| force of habit, that, vexatious as It bs, 
| cannot prevail on myself totally to discar 
| it.—It is no less, Sir, than a resolution to 
| go in and out of town, by a different road, 
every day, in which I have nt wih © 
many adventures, as 1 ‘think will 4" 
others from such singular speculations. - 
charity I publish them.—In my W4) 
town, as I was not much known at first, 
passed quietly enough, the country Peer 


fields, my name soon became known, a" 
by wa ot distinetion, 1 was called The a 
tér, which title, some of the servants 5° 
mentioned to have belonged to my es 
and as the idea of rank spreads rap! ” 
wherever I went, by whatever lanes ad 
crooked. paths I passed, 1 heard the te 
Doctor, contingally sounding in my a 
as if the claim to such distinction bad 





are so good fiatdred ; but, by crossing ' 4 


650) 
writ! 
an\ 

good 
wate 
coun 
fesy 

entit 
thou 
force 
and | 
der i 
vent 
num 
the } 
befor 
fain | 
of m 
Rich 
Servi 
on th 
took 
serv 
to m 
very 
ther 
dori, 
ther 
Ings, 
well 
lords 
fivit 
rent 
day 

road 
I wa 
den! 
me tf 
able 
Fem 
“ in 
to th 
to t 
Ont 
Wh 
toad 
1 Joy 
they 
they 
mish 
of 
char 
hust 

my | 






Yon 





ty? 


—- — © 


Jn 








MAY 
written if my face, which indeed is née by 
gny theans so éxpressivé, If is only simple, 
good-iiatured, as if the owner was fond of 
water-ervel, At last, however, in the 
country, ] was considered with that cour- 
fey granted to silly people, and which 
enjitles them fo be priviléged in their 
{thoughts and actions. --I was frequently 
forced to hear discussions of the merits 
and denietits of the Richmond Doctor, un- 
der a pretehte of being déaf. Bat nty ad- 
¢entures im iny way to town were not 
numerous; I was always in a hurry to do 
the businéss I Kad left unfinished thé day 
before; and from this reason was ina cer 
tain degree compelled torelingtish this part 
of my project.—My first plan to return to 
Richmond was through Windsor, atid my 
éervant, apparently a Jittle surprized, went 
onthrough Hounslow ; but when he found I 
took such a round ih ny way home, not ob- 
serving the private fod I made, ef Aassaut, 
to my friend near the Castle, he grumbled 
very much about my Whithsicals, as he called 
them.—The next day I went by Wimble- 
don, to sé¢ if ahy thing new was Zoing on 
there, and looked ovet Lord Spéticer’s pail- 
ings, but could hear df hothitig but sinking 
wells, in great pérséverance, for which his 
lordship is famous, and of itdefatigable ac- 
tivity, for his time of life, ih an elderly 
gentleman of that neigibdourhood.—I one 
day sent my horses to the end of Oxford- 
road, intending to x6 round Hyde-park, and 
Brees towards Bond-street, when [ sud- 
me prea ec that somebody once told 
ate dueaerl of that street was fashion- 
Mihail ee valgat ; and as I could not 
6 aoa is 1 proper side, the classic of 
4; ‘can aie ibis,’ bécame my guide, 
. the veda pm of the people, but 
Ouas's Metin oP many a charioteer.-— 
Whiteche eat f sending thy horses to 
todd « tt ale and going home y the City- 
I lovd’s Cofee He” Curiosity led me into 
hed ‘ectanits ty rage where, I believe, 

er inhedietste | pts a madman, for 
misforthes OAL as Miran Ss AbHa, Be 
ralh sétie Hike es come single, a showet 
cha t t shélter to the Stock Ex- 

: nge, When a sét of Jews absolute! 
ustled me and T ; solu ely 
my life... was glad to escape with 
inet. one fine day, I thought of go- 
ing by water 4 itd dt OT iek a 
tectinng evi lh ay, down the river, di- 
ye. 1 Wok 4 he pate me at the Isle of 
Was mitch enterta; oat at Westminster, and 
the city of which rai with the grandeur of 
quate ites. As ad previously tio ade- 
tidye, thyestiiny Vo approached London- 
a Dserving the ii metise and tremeh- 
8 Chtrent dindér § st a i | remenh 
Od ithavinac, tt, I Was térrified be- 

S'hation, ahd “ : 
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ductors to pull ashore; but, to thy extreme 
astonishment, they declared it was too late 
toreturn, and that there was no danger: in 
fact, these sailors swore they would answer 
for me, if J would only trust to them, and 
they really did carry me safe fhrough a very 
awful scene,=-I may again trouble you, at 
a future day, with some more of my advene 
tures, and am, Sir, 

Proser Et Contre Projet, 


DOMESTIC. 

The following account of the fransactions of 
Wednesday last, we copy from a morning paper, 
without adopting any one of the sentiments which 
it contains. 

‘One of the most infamous frauds and impo- 
sitions ever practised, yesterday threw the whole 
City of London into coniusion. Some persons, 
yet unknown, about half past 8 o'clock, or abouc 
g, sent the following letter to the Lord Mayor: — 
“ To the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor: —Downing Street, 
8. a.m.—Lord Hawkesbury presents compliments 
to the Lord Mayor, and has the honour to ace 
quaint his lordship that the negociation hetweea 
this Country and the Frenct. Republic has beca 
amicably adjusted.’—-The Lord Mayor, without 
the least suspicion of fraud, sent a copy to Lloyd's, 
stuck up the substance of the note on the Man- 
sidn-House and went himself to the Stock Ex- 
change. The market began at 69, and the price 
varied to 704. No suspicion appears to have been 
entertained for three hours. At length the fol- 
lowing letter from Lord Hawkesbury arrived at 
the Mansion House. —* Downing Street, May ¢ 
My Lord.— As i have just been informed that a 
letter has been sent to your lordshtp, pretended 
to be signed by me, respecting the state of the 
Régotiations, between this Country and Fraace, 
I Jose no time in informing your lordship, that ne 
such letter has been sent by me, and I request, 
therefore, that you would take immediate steps 
for undeceiving the public, and detecting the 
daringforgery. 1 have the honorto be, &e. &. 

To tne Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayors | Hawkespury.” 
Previous to this, however, Mr. Goldsmid having 
called ac the Mansion Ilousc, on secing the paper, 
pronounced it a forgery. ‘The Lord Mayor oa 
finding that he had been made the dupe of aa 
imposture, took every method in his, power to un- 
deceive the Public—Goverameut mean- while were 
active in contradiccing this atrocious fraud, and 
counteracting its effects. The following Official 
Note was seat round to all the evening papers-— 
“ To she Editer.—Treasuryy May 5,1803—-1 o'clock. 
Sir, 1 have to acquaint, you, that the Message, 
which was supposed to have been scnt this moru- 
ing from Lord Hawkesbury to the Lord Mayor, 
stating that the negociatious will France had ¢er- 
minated amicabit, is a fabricdtidn, ae catally 
destituteof truth: lam, Sir, &c. Joun Sanctnt.* 
Upon the discovery, it is umpossiile to conceive 
the tumult and indignation which broke out at the 
Stock Exchange: ail was comstcrpauoa@ an up 
roar. A gteat deal of business had been done. 
siness was suspended, and a deliberation rather of 
a hasty kind was held, to consider what was to'bé 
done. It was resolved that the bargains transacted 
ia the course of the day should be aull aad voir, 
In this the House have done right in as far ds 
they could do any ip, at ali. g Ber= He deci- 
ded that tune bargains should not be binding; but 
certainty it i3 w olly »u. of their ceftpetenc® 
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691} 
decide whether a bond fide sale and an actual trans- 
fer shall be held valid. This will, in all proba- 
bility, come to be tried by another Tribunal, for 
we understand that several buyers lad direcied that 
the checks they fad given for the paymentof stock 
sold should not be paid, 1 this is not acquiesced 
ia by the seller, a baw suit must be the conse- 
quence, We understand, however, that several 
Persons are willing to acquiesce in the decision of 
the House, though not binding in law.—An ex- 
traordinary Committee has been appointed to in- 
vestigate the whole of this mysterious affair. The 
Committee sat last night. One of their objects 
is to examine the accounts of every member of the 
Stock Exchange, both for the transactions of 
Wednesday and yesterday, to endeavour to find 
out whether there be any traces of a concerted 
design having been acted upon. The House has 
offered a reward of 5,000). for a discovery of 
the actors im this villainous fraud, and the Lord 
Mayor, individaully, has offered a reward of sool. 
The inconvenience, though more conspicuous, 
and the loss to individuals in the event of sales 
being adhered to more considerable, in the Stuck 
Exthanye, was not confined to it. Merchants 
immediately set about putting ther affairs in a 
train adapied to peace, and order and counter order 
quickly succeeded a short period of unexampled 
bustle und agitation, Besides, expresses were 
sent off with important orders, which it was ne- 
cessary instantly to recall.—Indeed from what we 
observed, and have been told, nothing has hap- 
pened for many years which has excited so great 
a sensation, At exceeded even the surprise which 
the signing of the Preliminaries produced.—The 
Lord Mayor was not at home when the card was 
delivered. We are told that the person who 
brought it was booted and spurred, and seemed 
to have come froma journey; that he wore a 
great coat; that he hada Pas: tens on his but- 
ton, like a King’s messenger, &c. Some now say, 
that he spoke with a forengn accent; that he gave 
in the letter by the side door, not at the front 
ate, &c. These circumstances, so far from allay- 
ing should have exctied suspicion: for it was not 
to be supposed that Lord Hawkesbury would 
send the messenger who arrived trom Dover. 
Besides, there was time sufficient to make in- 
quities. The circumstance of the communication 
coming from the Lord Mayor lulled all suspicion, 
because it was pn aurally supposed that the Lord 
Mayor had reason to be satisfied from the man- 
ner in which the intelligence was brought to 
him, &c. that the communication was authentic. 
—The impression of Lord Hawkesbury’s seal, it 
appears, ts genuine. It had been taken whole 
from a letter, and dextrously affixed to the Lord 
Mayor's letter by some fresh wax '—The transac- 
tions of yesterday being held to be cancelled, 
there has been mo price of stocks issued. It was 
stated, however, that the prices tell to something 
below 63, and again rose to 64, in private bar- 
ains.” — (Morning Chrenicle). 
Jnful intelligence spread through this large 
City, with the rapidity of lightning, and it is inr- 
possible to deseribe ihe demonstrations of satisfac. 
tion aad jy which were cvery where expressed.— 
Never was there such a scene of consternation and 
eonfasiot as that which took place immediately after 
the discovery of the imposition. Between one and 
two o'clock. the contusion and uproar about the 
Stock Exchange were uacxampled. Every one 
believed the fabrication to have originated with 
some persons about the Stock Fachange. ‘The g2- 
looking out 


ping throng Gocked two Capcl-ceurt, 
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for the scene of the bulls and bears saying, « 4) 
this must be the place by the crowd and noise.” \y the 
mean time those who had been gambling, were 
passing to and fro, some swearing the bargains 
should stand good, others swearing they should 
not. Indications of scenes 4 la Belcher were even 
given. The mutual heat and fury were preat, stil 
the mob rolled on to see the Peace and Peacemt 1S, 
the Temple of Peace as some called it, till at last the 
neighbouthood was impassable.” ( Morning Pot.) 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Kine or Frawce.—The Morning Post 
of Monday last, from whence it has been 
copied into the other papers, has given the par- 
ticulars of a transaction, as extraordinary in 
its nature, as. it is important in its issue, and 
in the consequences which must necessarily 
result from it. We allude to the proposi- 
tion made, at the desire of Buonaparteé, to 
Louis XVIIf. his master. Although what 
has appeared in these papers is not altogether 
correct, it is, nevertheless, founded in fact. 
We have for some time been in possession 
of this intelligence, together with the cir- 
cumstances attending it, and should, before 
now, have laid them before our readers, 
bad we not been restrained by great and im- 
portant considerations. These considera- 
tions, which still exist, prevent us from en- 
tering, at present, into so detailed an ae- 
count as we could otherwise have desired, 
of what has passed upon this subject; but 
we can assure our readers, that we will not 
fail to present them, as soon as we prudent'y 
can, with a faithfal and circumstantial de- 
tail of the proposition which has been mace 
to Louis XVIL'. together with the noble 
and dignified answers of this magnanimous 
Prince. We shall then see, that the con- 
duct of this unfortunate Monarch, on the 
26th of February last, renders-him a thov- 
sand times greater than Louis XIV. after 
his most brilliant victories and important 
conquests: we shall then see the bitterest 
enemy of the King of France reduced (0 
the necessity of acknowledging, that this 
circumstance, if he had no other claims, 
from his long calamities and the courege he 
has constantly shewn in adversily, would 
alone entitle him to immortality; they wil 
then confess, that, by the noble manser '" 
which this prince rejected the insidious i” 
positions which were made bim, he <7 
shewn himself, at once, the father of * 
people, the real friend of his faithful - 
jects, the protector of all sovereigs ‘6 98 
that, proud of his'misfortunes, aud wit va 
support but the justice of his eause ts r 
legitimacy of ‘his rights, he bas reo" 
more teal service ‘to France, to *'" 
and to the whole! wotld, im ove days |" 
all the armies and all the coalitions, that 
not for their real and avowed objects. 
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in of the Bourbons on the 
throne of their ancestors, will ever be able 
to accomplish. Pe ye 

As in all great events, it is highly essen- 
tial, in order to form a correct judgement, 
to be acquainted with the most minute de- 
tails, and as facts, in passing from mouth 
to mouth, are generally distorted, we en- 
treat our readers to be upon their guard 
against the various reports to which this cir- 
cumstance may give birth: 30 the mean 
time, we preseat them with the following 
outline. I 

A person charged with powers and in- 
structions from the. King of Prussia, pre- 
sented himself, on the 20th of February last, 
to Louis XVIII. for the purpose of engaging 
him to abdicate and renouuce his legitimate 
rights, and to obtain a similar renunciation 
from the princes of his family. No nego- 
tiation whatever took place. . A formal and 
positive, though dignified, refusal imme- 
diately followed the proposition. ‘The news- 
papers are mistaken, when they assert, that 
the proposition was rejected by the King of 
France with contempt. Contempt is a sen- 
iment incapable of finding a place in the 
bosom of a King, and more especially of 
such a King as Lovis XVIII. A “ brilliant 
“establishment,” a “ certain and permanent 
“existence,” for the unfortunate Monarch 
and his family ; such were the written ex- 
pressions presented to bim ; and, although the 





promise of the Kingdom of Poland wasnot for- | 


mally expressed, we can, nevertheless, assure 
our readers, that such was the intention 
of Buonaparté, and his mediator the King of 
russia, whorelied upon the acquiescence of 
Rossia and the other principal powers of the 
Continent, although, it appears, that those 
powers had never been consiilied. And as 


ladempities are now become fashionable, and, 


under this pretext, we are accustomed to 


consider a seizure of the possessions of our” 


neighbours, in order to. aggrandize oursel- 
Yes, justifiable, it was proposed to give 
Hanover, Hamburg, Bremen and the adjoin- 
us Countries to Prussia; a portion of Tur- 
°y to the Emperors of Russiaand Germany ; 
sete Egypt, of course, to the Corsican Usur- 
5 as the reward of his good offices. . It is 
svete ‘bat this plan was entirely directed 
aay this country, and our. readers. will 
— lo perceive, thatthe Kiog of France, 
Mo. noble,conduct on. this..occasion, has 
my the, “ if England has no greater ene- 
mena rt uenaparte, so. she.has no friend 
aithful or sincere, than Louis XV LI, 

dinar oy FAR seem to consider it extraor- 
jeat bw ab the King of Prussia should, haye 
“eo auce.to.soch.a mediation... We 

+ Sselaioly,, far from approving such. a 





line of conduct; but we have powerful rea- 
sons for believing, that on. this, as well as 
on many other occasions, the wishes of this 
monarch are at variance with his actioos, 
The Treaty of Basle, which, in 1795, his 
perfidious ministers. obliged him to siga with 
the execrable Coavention which at that time 
governed France, placed him in ,a situation 
which bas constantly obliged him, ever since 
that moment, to yield to circumstances. It 
is not, therefore, the Monarch, whom we 
ought to blame or accuse, but the infamous 
advisers with whom he is surrounded, and 
who, from one false step to another, are 
insensibly conducting bim to his ruin. 

It is not a little extraordinary, that, while 
all the Sovereigns of Euope, since the mur- 
der of the udfortunate Lewis the XVI. have 
treated his Jawful successor as if he had no 
claims whatever to the throne of France, 
2a Usurper and a rebel subject should be the 
first to acknowledge the legitimacy of those 
claims, by the proposition he has made for 
an abandonment of them. 

Tue Navx--A motion brought for- 
ward, in the House of Commons, on the 
4th instant, by Sir Henry Mildmay, has, at 
last, produced some little information from 
the ministers, on this most important sub- 
ject. They declined giving any thing very 
unequivocal; but what they said amounted 
to a tacit acknowledgment of the truth of 
all our former statements relative to the de- 
crepid state of the navy. Mr. Addington 
stated, that there were 32 ships of the line 
in commission in our European ports; but he 
did not venture to state the number jit for 
sea, Which our readers may be assured does 
not, even pow amount to fen after two 
months of preparation, after two months of 
imminent danger of invasion! Tlie debate, 
to which we allude, brought from the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer an_ explanation of 
his memorable promise, of fifty. additional 
ships of the line, in the space of a month, 
That promise was made on the 2d of De- 
cember last, and in the following words :— 
«* What. apprehension can be felt for our 
“ safety, when it is known, that, by the pru-, 
« dent and wise conduct of the First Lord 
* of the Admiralty, such arrangements are 
“made, that, in case of emergency, fifty’ 
« sail of the line, can be..prepared for ses 
“ within one. month, and; even<alarger 
“ namber, should the exigency-be pressing ? 
« Thus are we situated, ready for day event.” 
—The.explanation given tothis promise, 1a 
Mr..Addington's, speech, in, apswer to Sir 
Henry Mildmay, on the Ath instaot, was 
this :—‘* The Honoarable Baronet, . has,", 
said he,. “ incidentally thrown out an ex. 
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Positively we assert, not ter. There are no 
men. We have ships enough; but, for any 
purposes of national defence, they are as 
useless as the huge stones upon Salisbury 


+ Admiraty is such as to starve the sup- 
“ plies for the public service, and has al- 
«¢ Jaded to ap expression which fell from me 
‘on a former occasion ; that in case of an 
“ emergency fifty sail of the line would be 
* réady for sea within the space of a month. 
«* Now, Sir, I will rather risk the imputa- 
“ tion of having uttered unguarded language 
than have any improper insinuatton thrown 
out against the present Board of Admi- 
“ ralty. I never said that within a month 
“ from the time that an emergency should 
“ oconf, fifty satl of the line would be cont- 
© pletely manned and ready for service. Bat! 
* said, and I state it again, not on my own 
“ authority, but on the authority of one 
“who I am confident is incapahle of de 


os ceiving me, that within a month after an 
a 





“ rigged and fitted ont, fifty sail of the line. | 


** | did not, when [ made this statement, 


allude to the complement of men.”—What 
@ shuffle! No; not even a shuffle, but a 
most miserable a/fempt at a shuffle. The 
promise was, fifty suil of the line, “ pre- 
* pared (or ready) for sea.” This the can 

did gentleman docs not deny; but, he says, 
that “ ready for sea” means only “ fully rig 
“ wed and fitted ont,” and does not include 
the circumstance of manning, which he seems 
to regard as not properly belonging’ to the 
readiness of a ship! But, when we say a 
ship of war is ready sor sea, do we not always 
mean, that she is in a state that requires no- 
thing bat orders and a fair wind to send her 
but to sca to fiebt against the enemy? Vs not 
this the grammatical as well as the technical 
Meaning, ivit not the obvious, is it mot the 
only mevning, of the words? Since, then, 
Mr. Addington has now declared, that Ke 
was mot deceived with respect to the exer- 
tions of which the Admiralty was capable ; 
and, #3 he has acknowledged that those ex- 
ettions were rot adequate to the preparing of 
fifty sail, ia the space of a month, complete- 
ly manned, it inevitably follows, either that 
be thought the ships might sai? oat and Sight 
without men, or, that he told the parliament 
and the coantry af intentional falschood, any 
thing im the prosecution of the Plymouth 
Tinker to the contrary notwithstanding, 
This fact, however, did not want to be con- 
firmed by his speech of Thursday night: it 
was well established before, and would lone 
ago have been resented, in a manner to 
drive him from his ill-gotten power in any 
country bat this, and in this country too, at 
any former period of its history. ——But, 
after all, the question is, how does the navy 
stand now ? How many ships of the line are 
thete in our European ports, ready for sex, 
Mot'without men, but with men? Not ter, 


Plain. Nor were the present difficulties 
unforeseen. In descanting on the disad- 
vantages’ which the peace of Amiens would 
produce with respect to the renewal of the 
war, if it should be found necessary, we 
made, so long ago as October last, the fol- 
lowing observations : “© Well do we re- 
“ member, that (Lord Hawkesbury) in 
“ stating the relative strength of the two 
‘© countries, made a proed envmieration of 
« our ships; but, ships without men are only 
‘© yseless masses of timber and iron, and the 
“ men who formed the soul of our eight 





_“ hundred and thirty-four armed ships are 
emergency, theré would be ready, fully | 


«¢ xow nearly all scattered far beyond the reach 
“ of a press-gang. ft is said, that from ten 
‘to twenty thousand of these men have 
“ gone to Franee. ‘This is improbable ; 
‘© but, we have very good reason to believe, 
‘ that several thousarids have gone thither ; 
and to the United States of America such 
‘« ig their desire to go, that ships bound 
‘¢ to that country aré now, especially from 
‘¢ Bristol and Liverpool, frequently navi- 
“ gated free of the expense of seamens 
“ wages. That the artificers, of which the 
‘“« dock-yards are already stripped, wil! fol- 
‘ low the example of the sailors, there can 
‘be no doubt, nor can there be any, that 
‘© their loss will be most severely felt. This 
‘ toss, both of sailors and of artificers, would 
“ have taken place, to a certain degree, at 
‘“* the peace, whenever and however 1! might 
‘¢ have been made; bat, if France had 
“ been, by the treaty, reduced within pro: 


| “© per bounds, or if we had retuined foreign 


“ possessions to balance, in some sort, 








4 " *,* $ . t: 
“+ against her acquisitions on the new aa 
‘¢ in other words, if we bad sents e 
‘¢ diminished, our navigation and oor , ze 
“ neither poverty nor shame would ha 


© driven our suilofs and shipwrights to 


* France, Holland, and America."—These 
obsetvations have been bot too soon and -~ 
fatally verified. There are no sailors fo 
found for the Royal Navy; neither er 
ior press-gangs can reach them; yA 
gone after the Bonour of the flag, Wo e 
fortnerly their boast, and which was ? aw 
bartered away by the peace, that peace, rae 
ruinous and infamous peace, from w 
have flowed all the evils now oa aay. 
by this dishonoured country. “Queen are 
wher at the point of death, told her oe ra 
autyto have her opened, and to i aes 
Calvisat the bottom of her best: So, wht 
re expires, at the bottont of ber 

w 


be found the poisonoas, the corroding 
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the accursed treaty of Aanignp corre lhete are 
persons, who, feeling the just sev erity 9 our 
censures, cut down by our exposure 0 their 
criminal selfishness and deceptions, attempt 
to retaliate by attributing to us a desire to 
witness the dishonour of our country. Did 
the editor of this work discover such a de- 
sire, when, at the risk of his property and 
his life, he stood alone in resisting the efforts 
made by the hirelings of ministry, to compel 
him toexhibit signs of joy at the conclusion 
of the ignominious treaty, which is the 
cause, and the only cause, of all our present 
embarrassments, and of all the calamities 
and horrors that attend us? Where were, 
then, those diurnal writers, who now lend 
their pens to prefer this atrociously false ac- 
cusation against him? Where were you 
then, you base rampant creatures? Haihng 
the harbinger of peace; hanging on the 
skirts ot the insolent Lauriston; unanimous- 
ly joining in the shouts of the rabble ; echo- 
ing the cry of * peace and plenty !— Peace 
“ and a large loaf!” and reviling those who 
had the sagacity to foresee, and the honesty 
to foretell, the very troubles which have now 
come upon the country, and which you 
yourselves deplore, only because you person- 
nally fee] their mischievous effects. And, 
where will you be found, should the French 
make a successful invasion ef our Island? 
Under the banners of your Sovereign? No; 
but in the camp of the enemy; atthe head- 
quarters of their commander, making him a 
tender of your treacherous services. Amongst 
millions of the base, you would be she 


basest ; amongst huadreds of thousands of 


traitors, you would take special care to merit 
the infamous pre-eminence, 

Tus Messace.—In our last Summary, 
under the head of Cape of Good Hope, we 
endeavoured, (and we believe with some 
degree of success) to conyince our readers, 
tha the Message, which the ministers ad- 
vised his Majesty to make to Parliament, 
lated, 88 teasons for arming, facts which 
on Hot exist. The “* preparations going on 
_ 0 bee ports of France and Helland” we be- 
lieve to be a mere pretext, and this belief is 
how confirmed, as far as any thing can be 
es to Gerive confirmation, from the ac: 
Soe et pens of the present ministers ; 
Pag Lords of the Aduniralty haying 
ae in Parliament, that “he desired 
t shay éle, in the most ungualified terms, 
- Mist all pants.of the worldwe bad a 
ys orce much more than adequate to 
«Pe With the force of any power in Eo- 
Sz rR and that at home .qur forge was 
forte suffigicnt 40 meet, any, krench 
" Detter 4h indeed, consisted of not 

an fishing boats, and existed only 2 


rl 
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“in the minds of a few gentlemen on the 
« other side of the House.”—Whiat a deciaras 
tion to make in the face of the country, 
and of all Europe, at a moment when we 
are endeavouring to fit out a fleet, and 
when the militia is embodied, under the 
pretext of repelling a contemplated invasion 
on the part of france! An attempt was 
made to explain away the meaning of this 
memorable acknowledgment, to turn it into 
a mere professional boast; but, this was not 
thought of, till the inconvenience, which 
would result from the confession, was 
pointed out. Here, then, the assertions of 
the French Government, with respect to 
the principal alleged cause of the arma- 
ment, ase fully corroborated by the minis- 
ters themselves; and, on our parts, we have 
more than ever reason to suspect, that the 
apprehensions which those ministers enter- 
tained of the consequences that would fol- 
lew the intelligence of their recapture of 
the Cape, was the principal, if not the only 
real cause, of the Message and the arma- 
ment, and that the dispute, about which 
negotiations are now going on, Was made 
by the ministers themselves, in order to dis- 
cuise the trae object of their hostile mea- 
sures. ‘This is our finm belief; aud, as wa 
before observed, the papers, rejative to the 
negotiation, will, if they are ever made 
public, establish the truth of all our con- 
jectures on the subject.—For this reason, 
therefore, if for no other, the ministers will 
patch up an accommodation, if possible. 
They dare not show the papers, and, if they 
will bat preserve peace, the base nation wit 
not trouble itself about the means they 
have made use of fo attain. the blessed 
abject. 

Cuance or Ministry.—Qn ‘this sub- 
ject nothing new ‘has transpired; bot, as 
being closely connected therewith, we think 
it right to notice the recent defection of the 
two newspapers, the True Briton and the 
Sun, which, till within these few days, were 
wnder the absolute controu!l of the ‘Trea- 
sory. These prints were originally esta> 
blished by the ‘Treasury, through the me- 
dium of Mr. Georce Rose, love Seoretary, 
who commitied them to the direction of 4 
Scotchman, named Joun Herrioz. Ui 
types, &c. &c. were paid for out of 
public money, and the property was giveq 
\o Herior, who, as long as it was Under 
stood that Ma.-Pirr (and Mr. Rose, of 
coyrse) approved of the copduct pf the pre- 
sent mipisiry, defeaded and evogized shat 
ministry on every occasion, but who has 
now lett shem,;from the same motives that 
sagacious vermin desert @ hoase which bas 
long been their favourite haant.—In pog- 
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session of these facts, the reader will enter 
on the following interesting contrast with 
peculiar advantage. When he has read 


LORD ST. VINCENT 


On Mr. Addington’s clear and satisfactory state- 
ment of the naval strength of Great Britain we 
congratulate the country. dn case of any sudden 
emergency, what can we have to apprehend ? If 
fifty additional sail cf the line could be equipped in a 
muti, how much larger a proportion of frigates, 
sioops, culters, gun-boats, &C, might not, even, in 
a less time, be prepared, (Dee, 2. 1802.) 

We are happy to learn that the a/acrity with 
which scamen re-enter the service is absolutely with- 
eut example. ‘This is, indced, a genuine proof of 
british spirit! especially as immediate views of 
gain, in case of a renewal! of the war, cannot be 
their inducement.—( 114) Marcd, 1803.) 


The reports which have been so industrious'y cir- 
culated of the intended resignation ot Lari St. Vin- 
cent, are wholly without foundation. (March 8, 
3803.) 


They [the ministers] need not deprecate the 
eontinuance of an opposition, which has so re- 
cently stigmatized itself by its resistance to a measure 
forthe reform of abuses, which was so loudly called 
for, and the neessty of which has been so long 
ackowledged. (Fed. 4, 1803,) 


FIN 


This great financial measure, on which we be- 
lieve, but one opinion prevails, has estublish-d his 
reputation in that dithcult branch of public busi- 
mess. (Jan. 4, 1801.)—We cannot but coneratulete 
the country upon the flourishing and prosperous 
state of its resources, which has been proved be- 
yond all dowhi, by the unanswerable documents 
brought forward by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. (Dec. 29, 1802.) 


ABLE AND WISE 


Our minister is highly respected abroad. His 
talents, are of thee ery fust vate description. None 
better than him knows the value of the blessings of 
feace; but if forced into a War, an event net at all 
prebadle, he will possess the fullest confidence of 
the nation. - (November 20, 1502).—To these who 
have hazarded the éd/e and unfounded accusation of 
want of energy and age against our ministers 
we answer by a single question—W hat solitary 
instance can be adduced, since his Majesty called 
them to their presenc Situations, that can furnish 
even a colow for it? (Jan. 1, 1803 ).—— We know 
that we have a government, able, alservant, vii. 
lant, we foi and (wholly indifferent to the 
chargé o adulation and subterviency) we readily 
leave to the public to determine, whether our 
confidence does or does not sympathize with 


the feclings and — of our countrymen at 


large. (Feb. 28,1 


one paragraph, we request him to read the 
opposite one, paying great attention to the 
| dates. 


AND THE ADMIRALTY, 


We are the sincere friends and zealous support. 
ers of the goverument, though we disdain two be- 
come like tée Zimes, the mean panegyrists of the 
Admiralty, the only department of the public ser. 
vice, to which the charge of incapacity and miscon 
duct can tiuly attach. (</pril 8, 1803.) 


Several more ships of the line have within these 
two days been commissioned ; but there is a great 
complaint of want of men, The reign of tertor at the 
Admiralty must cease, before cither officers or men 


will come forward with alacrity.  (dpril 8, 1803.) 


It is quite certain that Eerl St. Vincent will, 
very shortly, resign his office as first Lord of the 
Admiralty. The only cause of delay ts the dith- 
culty of finding some one to accept of the office in 
his room. We would earnestly recommend to 
whoever is his successor, to tread back most of the 
steps which his Loraship has taken since he has been at 
the head of that department. (pri/ 19.) 


The Commissioners appointed to inquire into 
the abusesof the navy, are called upen by Parle 
ment fora report of their proceedings, but the three 
naval officers havirg long lost the aid of the two 
legal commissioners, they are at a Joss whether to 
form the line a-hreast, or throw out a signal o! diss 
tress, (4¢pr'/ 29.) 


ANCE, 


It is understood that Lord Grenville means ' 
attack the financial’ starvement made by the muanis'ct 
in December last. In the statement. alluded te 4 
fear some inaccuracies have crept im (May 2, 1803.) 


ADMINISTRATION, 


Whatever may be the issue of the present 
gotiation with France, a sTRONG ADMINISTRA” 
TION will be Necessary FoR OUR SEOURI . 
In whatever way the present negotiatio® se 
France ends, the country will naturally look . ‘ 
strong administration, because experience ©* 
taught us that we have only difficulty t caper’ 
It is hardly necessary for us to say, that apore 
the present ministers there are same ats ga od 
most highly respect—in whose talents and 
characters we have great confidence: but ‘iled 
are times in which every department shou have 
with the ablest men in the country. Wé ret 
already expressed our disappointment — ~~ 
ig observing the conduct of the Naval gil 
ment, and when we look reund, much as be y' 
spect some of his Majesty’s ministers, We 
own, that UNLESs some cuaNnces take ofr 
best consclation witl rest in» the faint hope 
Peace.”—e( Apr. 29)+ . . 
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ADDINGTON 


That consistent statesman, Lord Grenville, is 
pleased to tell us, that Mr. Pitt is the ONLY per- 
son, at the present crisis, capable af saving the 
comitry |! !—The measures of a Government may 
ne very wise and highly salutary to the country, 
who.e affaits are fotvusted to its Management, 
though unaccompanied with the display of extrasr- 
dnvy ORATORICAL taleats. Like the powers or 
mechanism, the affairs of state may generally be 
considered as going on the most correctly and satis- 
factorily, when there is the /east appearance of 


effor!. 


‘“ Stillst streams 
# Ort’ water farres? meadows, and the bird 
« That flutters least is /aazest om the wing.” 

Of this quotation we willingly leave to the 
judgment of our readers, and to the course of 
nme, the justice and prupricty of the application. 
(february 4, 1803). 





To attempt a becoming expression of the 
indignation and disgust, excited by this 
loathsome picture of political servility and 
peridy, would be vain, and, we trust, ase- 
less; tor who is there that can view it, 
without entertaining those feelings in an 
inexpressible degree ! But, we do hope, for 
the sake of Mr. Pirr's reputation, that he 
will use some means or other to prevent | 
the longer continuance of this most shame- | 
ful traffic. To be culogized, to be called 
for, in publications like these, implies every 
thing that is mean and suspicious. That 
he does not sanction, that. he does not view 
wih pleasure,.the parasitical conduct of the 
persons who dictate the sentiments of these 
prints is certains buat,, his character re- 
(ures, that he should prevent the promul- 
gation of such sentiments through such 
chaanels, The tone, now taken by the 
‘rue Briton and the Sun, is regarded, by 
Many, asa prelude to the return to office 
re all those low and selfish persons, who 
id hung so heavily upon. Mr, Pitt, 

who, when he retired, dropped off, 

Borged with the wealth of the nation. 

wa a do they compare themselves 
ging round the oak: 

7 ree 3s the selfish world pourtrayed 

6 that dark look, that creeping pace ! 

No flower can bear the ivy’s shades 
** No tree support its cold emb ‘ 
Old embrace. 


ts 
te oak thar rears it from the ground, 
; ahean us tendrils to the skies, 
a ‘ isheart the rankling wound, 
He 19 its poisonous arms he dies,” 


Sach js the il! i 
, ustration of the figure, 
which these Parasites have janet, pe 


Moral we : 
Ma, Pirr, ve to the conteinplation of 
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AND PITT. 


As the ivy that embraces the oak, is shelered 
by ics proud height and spreading branches from 
the ravages of the storm, so we cling to the ge- 
nius of Mr. Pict, as the surest saviour of our 
country. I¢ ts he alone thit, in our opinion, can sue- 
cessfully cope with the duplicity, the cumming, and the 
rooted enmity af France tocwards the Britis Empire— 
It is fe alone, that can curb and defeat its hostile 
views in the deceitful calm of nominal peace, 
or dicect our efforts with effect during the less 
dangerous storm of open and declared wirfare. 
We really believe, that Mr. Pitt is himself 
disinciined to the resumption of official situa- 
tion; butic ts oaly a small part of the true pa- 
triotism of his sou!, to sacrifice all personal con- 
siderations to the public welfare. Were he called 
to the chief management of the public affairs 
by the mandate of his Sovereign, he would, n» 
doubt, feel ic his duty to draw around him the 
best calents which the country can afford; but 
these arranzements are with us but very secondary 
considerations—Ilet hut the genius of Mr. Pitt preside, 
and we shall think ourselves secure. —({ May 4, 1803). 





Secenptp Humsuc. — Referring our 
readers to the Domestic head for an account 
of the facts, relative to the waggish trick, 
which was, on the Sth instant, played upoa 
the ministry and the stock-jobbers, through 
the mediam of those two sapient personages, 
Lord Hawkesbury and the Lord Mayor of 
London, we have to observe here on a cir- 
cumstance or two, which, in the bustle, 
seem to have escaped the attention of the 
public.—And, first, that the charge of an 
“ infamous frand,” of a “ daring forgery,” 
which have been so confidently preferred 
against the person who. played off the joke, 
are entirely unfounded, unless his inteation 
was to obtain money thereby, which is by 
no means apparent, or even probable, since 
he must have known, that any speculations 
made in consequence of the news, would be 
repdered of no effect. forgery, according 
to the statutes, it is none. Lord Hawkes- 
bury may, indeed, bring an action, at com- 
mon law, against the person who has coun- 
terfeited bis name; bat no jury, unless 
composed of unprincipled  stock-jobbers, 
would give him more than sixpence damages. 
The fact is, that it is a jest, very mortifying, 
we allow, to the dignified inhabitants of 
Downing Street and the Mansion House, 
but no more criminal, either in a legal or a 
moral point of view, than any of the innu- 
merable tricks that are constantly played off 
on the first of April; and, therefore, if the 
wag wants money, we would advise him to 
turn informer himself, and demand the 
5,000 pounds, so “ diberally offered by the 
“gentlemen of the Stock Exchange. If he 
be a weak-bodied person, indeed, some 
caution may be necessary in making himself 
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known ; for, in that case, we should not be | 


surprized if “ the gentlemen of the Stock ; 
_# Exchange” were to crucify him, But, | 


Jet Belcher claim the joke, and we'll answer | 


for iis getting the “ liberal” reward, the 
value of which, if we take into considera- 
tion the depreciation of money, 15, we find, 


exactly equal tothe 30 pieces of silver, so | 
«* liberally” paid to Judas Iscariot by the | 





** gentlemen” of Jerusalem. No, no; 
there was nothing unlawful, nothing crimi- 
nal in this trick, ayjess it had been intended 
for the purpose of obtaining money. It was 


a joke, and an admirable joke. “The citizens | 
wanted “ good news,” they gotit; and now, | 
forsooth, they threaten to tear to pieces the | 


person who gave itthem! “ It was of such 
short duration: Jiow could he help that? 


Besides, is not short pleasure better than | 


none? He announced to them the glad ti- | 


dings of peace. 
nor did they ixguire. Whether short or long, 
good or bad, lionourable.or infamous, they 
never asked. Without hearing a word 
about ¢iv erm, they began instantly to re- 
joice. 
was the question they put to one another. 


“ ddave you heard éhe GOOD news,” | 


WV hat peace he did not say; | 








(704 
seems to have perceived, that the trick 
might be of a political and not of a pecu- 
niary nature. Mens minds are so entirely 
filled with ideas of money, that they never 
imagine it possible for any one to have 
made use of sham-news of peace, in order 
to discover the real sentiments of the nation, 
or, at least, of the City of London, which, 
unfortunately for the honour and indepen. 
dence of England, but too often gives the 
tone to the country. We do not know, that 
this was the object of the letter to the 
Mayor ; but, it.must-be obvious to every one, 
that it has had this effect ; that it has made 
a discovery which was not to be come at by 
any other means. The ¢crms are now proved 
to be .no obstacle in the way of an accom- 
modation ; and that this is a great pont 
gained, is well known to al! the profound 
and enlightened members oi our corps di- 
plomatic. Far be it from us to insinuate, 
that the Richmond park ministry would 


» have recourse to such an invention (the Ply- 


The * Right Honourable the Lord Mayor” | 
‘went, we are told. 1n persona, “40 commu- | 
 nicate the piad tidings tothe gentlemen | 
of this ingenious method of coming at 4 


“ of the Stock Exchange,” and, we are fur- 
ther told, that he wroie to Lard Hawkes- 


bury, the © safe politician” Lord Hawkes- | 


bury, to thank him for his communication 
of « the bappy event.” A general grand il- 
Juminatio: was to have followed, and the 
Post-Office crew were, very probably, al- 
ready preparing themselves with stones and 
bladgeons for the purpose. And, all this, 
without once asking what were the terms of 
ahe accommodation ! Without even thinking 
auy thing about the object of she.armament ; 
without cating a straw about Malta or any 
thing else ; and, we.sincerely believe, that 
if Guernsey, Jersey, the Isle of Wight, or 
even Ireland, had:been the price, it would 
mot have bsep thought too great far the 
#* anestimable blessing.” Such ace the prin- 
eiples, on which the.treaty of Amiens was 
made and defended, and such are the prin- 
@iples.it has.iistiHed into the minds of this 
sordid and degenerated peaple.—The mer- 


chants and traders awere said to be enraged 
against Buonaparté,.and extremely impa- 


for a decision .on: the part.of .our cabi- 


met ; but, .the April-foo! trick shas a 

: their trage.and wort ater 
arose from Ro other. cause than the ioter- 
ruption gwen to lucrative operations. And, 
at isto us something wonderfal,.ahat no one 





mouth Tinker for that); but we are not 
hound to discard the supposition with re- 
spect to Buonaparté, who, without any vio- 


lation of that amity, “ which so happily 


subsists between the two countries,” and for 
endeavguring to disturb which Mr. Peltier 
was prosecuted, might, perhaps, make use 


true statement of the dispositions of the 
« enlightened.people of Great-Britain,” whom 
his official paper -has lately asserted not to 
be fairly represented in Parliament. Be 
this as.it may, the joke, or trick, or what- 
ever .else it is, has made the discovery ' 
him, and we .may -be assured, that he wil 
profit from it, with that address which cha- 
racterises all his transactions. 
POSTSCRIPT. ae es 
Ia the House of Commons, this evening, ministc” 
declared, that intelligence had arrived of Load 
Whitworth having applied for passports, io of . 
to leave Paris; and that Gencral Andros a 
also applied for passports, for the purpose of lea ‘ 
ing Londop.—On.a motion made by the ae 
for an adjournment,te Monday next, Of, red of 
amendment (substiqutin ZOsmorrpy pep uae 
Monday) was proposed, there was accbate nal 
siderable length and animation. The pan Cot, 
ly carried the motion foraa adjoutamenttt ~ 7. 
189 to 95.——So! here is a little spirit plecke tee 
last. kt as high time !—-The gallery was eleared AN6 
the debate, on tbe motion of a munisteria Layee 4 
— Last Friday was the anniversary of (¢ 
tion of my house, in Pall Mall ! 









Muy 6, 1803. Wn. Cobbett 
NOTICES. — ' 
Mr. Cossert’s Letters on Finance have eS a 
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